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 Obliging all Pariſhes in this Kingdom wkeep 
proper REG18TERS of Births, Deaths, nl 
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Raiſing therefrom a Funp towards the Support 
of the Hosp ir AL for the Maintenance and Edu- 
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e timents fully, on a Project of 


in . S giving the Foundling-Hoſpital 4 
National Eſtabliſhment, with a 

fixd Revenue by Act of Parliament, I was 
ſomewhat ſurpriſed at your inſiſting, in 

| conlequence of it, ou my making them 


p publick; for no man is better acquainted 
than yourſelf with my Backwardneſs to 


commence Author, cyen of a Pamphlct. | 
However, this Averſion miſt, at preſent, give 
way to what you are pleaſed to urge ; that 
it may, in your, Opinion, be of Service to my 


e as A Hul 2 daily expected ta be 
. 4 ” brought 


. w 
22 * 4 *. * 


— —— 


45 5 $24.4 N eee, 


e unnd Parhrttent For tit Papas, 
which was attetnpted laſt Sefſions,/ intitled, 
"A Bill for liging all Pariſhes in this King- 
dom to keep proper Regiſters of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages ; and for raiſing therefrom a 
Fund towards the Support of the Hoſpital, 
for _ the Maintenance and Education of expoſed 
and dejerted youlbg Children. I ſhall, therefore, 
without any Heſitation, prepare to obey 
| your Commands, and to do my Duty, as an 
Engh/hman, by laying the Subſtance of what 
I wrote you before the Publick, with the 
fame Freedom and Sincerity which I wed in 
correſponding with a Friend. 

But here I muſt beg Leave to Sn 
that it'is impoſſible for me not to be ſenſible; 
that 1 ſhall find many Perſons of good and 
benevolent Diſpoſitions, prejudiced againſt this 
Attempt, as far as it may affect the Hoſpital, 
on account of the Reverence which they 
implicitly pay to every thing that wears the 
Name of a Charity. The Virtue of Charity, 
I reddily agree with them, is moſt noble 
and divine; and the Abuſe of it has, perhape, 
added to the Proof of its Excellency. Corruptio 


Heim fit Peſſma, f Is an Obſervation of long 
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| _ | 
Experience, and great Authority; and, 35 
England is a Soil moſt patyral to the genuine 
Plant, the hurtfal Imitation of it, to a. very 
perpjcious Degree, has, from Time to Time, 
been here maſt induſtriouſſy planted. Our 
Angeſtots, many Years ago, {old their Eſtates, 
and forlgok their. Wives and Children, all far 
| — faſhionable Charity of thoſe Times, that 
of reſcuing the Holy-land from the Saracens. 
We know the Event of the Cruſade, in moſt 
Parts of Europe the Evil of it was.leverely 
felt, but, in England, where it found. Fuel, in 
the Valour and Generoſity of , the People, it 
became a Plague, that threatened ith De- 
ſtruction the whole Bale, from the King co 
the Eieeholder,. i oF {114 
To this Charityſuccgeded an anirk.and 
pnbpunded Zeal, for zbe Eftablichment,of 
Religious, Houſes, wager various Tales. Mn. 
naſlerzes, Nupmerzes, Aabeys;.. Rriarres, Channr 
tries, &c, Fc. Sc. Upon which lat. men 
tioned Kind of Charity, I ſhall only rematł 
that, with it reign'd Tyrauny, Poverty; an 
Ignorance, and from its eee e 
Liberty, Trade, and Learning: + \ 5/2 i 
* * of the Effecta 4 . 
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rected Charity ſufficientſy prove, chat the 
Spirit of it may be fatally exerted; but it 
the general Plan of a Fundling- Hoſpital, of 
the prodigious Extent now ſeeming to be 
aimed at, were à proper one, it ſhould have 


been adopted, at the Time when the ſup- 


preſſed Religious Houſes might well have 
been converted into Foundling- Hoſpitals, to 
vhich ſome ſay, there was then a Propenſity. 
They were certainly ſufficient in Number, 
and their Revenues a Fund already eſtabliſhed, 
which, at preſent, will be very difficult to be 
found, unleſs the preſent Poſſeſſors of them 
will Charitably apply to Parliament for a 
Power to ſurrender thoſe Eftates to this our 
preſe: nt faſhionable Inſtitution : However, it 

may be but Juſtice here to confeſs, that the 
Foundation of a few Houſes to ſerve for a 


Reti / ement to venerable Men, grown old and 


infirm, who had ſpent their Vouth in the 
Cultivation of Piety and Learning; or, as an 


Aſylum for virtuous and devout Women, re- 


duced by the various Accidents of Life, does 
not convey à diſpleaſing or ridiculous" Idea; 
but, the great Fault lies in the Exceſi; and, 
fehr. what happened in England, at the 


_ Sup; 
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Suppreſiion of Religious Houſes, miy again 
be our Fate, ſhould this Bill paſs into à Law, 

When this Hoſpital was fitſt erected, by 
Charter granted by his Majeſty, under the 


Great Seal, bearing Date the ryth Day of — 


Ofober, 1739, it was on the Suggeſtion, 0 
prevent "the frequent Murllbrs committed on 
poor miſerable Infants, by their _ 50 hide 
their Shame, and the inhumane Cuſtum 
new-born young Chiluren to periſh” in " the 
Streets, & ng owed 125 in . By: 

gary, and T beft. © 
S0 laudable a Defign ſoon found i in this * 
opulent City and Kingdom, generous and 
compaſſionate Minds, who contributed largely 
to an Eſtabliſhment, which they judged capa- 
ble of producing ſuch ſalutary and deſirable 
Effects; and the Liſts of BenefaQtions, with 
the Narnes of the ſeveral Benefuctotꝭ of both 
Sexes, hung up in the Poundling- Hoſpital, will 
do laſting Honour to the Memory of the No- 
bility and Gentry of this Age and Kingdom, 
for their generous Contributions to ſo — 
miſing an Undertaking. q 
It was then expected by many, eſpecially 
oy U 3 who had travelled into Foreign 
Countries, 


* 


Wheel of a proper fize, which, on the ting: 
ing of a Bell by the Fer ſan who ſhould. byi 
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chte and obſerved the Method and 
Regulation. of the beſt ordered. Holpitals of 
this Kind Abroad, that the ſame Method 
2 7 have been adopted and obſerved in 
this Hoſpital, by admitting Children: by a 


the Child to the Haſpital, might be turned 
round by the Porter or Servant attending on 
behalf of the Hoſpital, and the Child brought 
in 10 be taken care of, without aſking any 
Queſtien whatſoever of the Perſon-who might 
bring it, or making any Inquiry after them. 
Had this Method been Qrictly purſued, it | 
would not only have cffeQually anlwered the 
good Ends propoſed, of covering the Mothes's 
Sbame, ang preventing the Murder of the Ins 
fant, which, might, in Time, have been gf 
Uſe to the Publick ; but it is highly probable, 


that the Children, brought. in this Manner to 
the Hofpital, would not have proved very 


numerous; and, conſequently, the libargl 


Contributions of the Nobility and - Gontry, 
made ſoon after the Eſtabliſhment; would have 


been fully ſufficient to have: pronided for 
all * Objects of Charity. thus brought: - ! * 
From 


171 
From what Motives a Method fo rea- 
ſonable, fo obvious, and ſo conforrhable 
to. the tenor of the Charter, yas laid 
afide, 1 ſhall not inquire Tt is enough 
al abſerve, that the quitting this plain . 
eaſy Method, and taking in n Chil- 
uy at firſt by way of Advertiſement 
and Balloting, in Numbers of Thirty or 
Forty at a Time (when uſually mapy | 
more appeared than could be taken in) 
at firſt to two Months old, and after- 
wards proceed ng to a F'welvernonth old; 
end from taking in Thirty or Forty at 


be offered from Time to Time, has 
ſwelled the Expences of this Under- 
takiog to ſuch an enormous Degree, that 
it now requires, oyer and 4 theit 
Reyenues, an additional Aid from 


private 
Parliament of Fifty Thouſand Pounds a 
Year to mgintain * which muſt con. 
tipually inereaſe every Year, 10 long as 
* extenſive Scheme is purſued, ihough 
is. already not mach ſbort of the 
Inveſt of a Million and Half of Mo- 
ney mailed. for the ri of the Pub- 
ul 7 lick z* 
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lick; a this, at a Time when we | 


are obliged, for our neceflary Defence | 


in a juſt War, againſt our ancient and 


perfidious Enemy, to raiſe for the cur- 


rent Service cf the Year more Money, by 


' ſeveral Millions, than was ever raiſed in one 


Year in any former War, ws 
Hitherto, indeed, the Governors of 
this Hoſpital have been conterited to 
apply to Parliament for Annual Sup- 
plies, to provide for the g.eat Expences | 
they are at. They now apply to Pat- 
liament for a fixed and perpetual Reve- | 
nue to be ſettled for the Ule of this 
Hoſpital : What it may amount to, if 
this Bill ſhould pafs into a Law, is at 
preſent very uncertain, The bigheſt Eſtima- 
tion which I have heard cf it, has not 


amounted to above 10,000). a Year, which 


can, by no Meane, be ſuppoſed a Revenue 
equivalent to the Expences, which they muſt 
needs be at, in the Proſecution of this ex- 


tenſive Plan. It would ſeem therefore, that 


the chief View of the Promoters of this 


Bill i to get their Plan approved, and adopted 
at apy Rate; and, when they have obtained 


ſuch 


=. 
tuch a Parliamentary Sanction, they will 
think themſelves ſecute of not being aban- | 
doned, and, in the End, gain the Point 
which they propoſe, to wit, to lay the 
enormous Charge of this Hoſpital on the 
Publick, and to engage the Parliament to 
provide for it, how immenſe ſoever the Ex- 
pence may prove ; which, .in Time, may 
probably ſwell what was at firſt propoſed as 
a voluntary Charity, into a Corporation of the | 
greatel! Revenue of any in the Kingdom. 
By the Accounts delivered into Parliament | 
laſt Seſſione, it appears, that the — Ade 
for Accompt of the Hoſpital, from its Com- 
mencement to December 3 iſt, 1757, have 
amounted to upwards of the Sum of 166,000. 
and that, in all that Time, no more than 
105 Children have been put out, viz. 62 
Boys, and 43 Girls, which is an Expence, 
for all the Children put out to that Time, 
which amounts to upwards of 1 gool, for 
every Child ſo put out, to that Time. 5 
| Whoever petuſes the Bill, as laſt printed, 
by Order of the Houſe of ca will find 
Objections, which may be made almoſt to 
* Clauſe, as it now ſtands, which, it i- 


C hoped, 


[[16 ] 


hoped, will either be cleared up, or altered, 
as it may paſs through the Committees in 
both Houſes : In the mean time, I ſhall beg 
Leave to make ſuch Obſervaticns as have 
occurred to me, which I ſubmit to your 
better Judgement. 5 ö 
As to the: firſt and and it Jobs On 
appear that any Complaints have ever been 
made, that the preſent Method of regiſtering 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages, has been found 
liable to great Inconveniencies, though, per- 
haps, in Ome Particulars, there might be 
Alterations and Amendments made; by which 
thoſe of Births and Burials might be rendered 
more exact and uſeful; but, ſurely, by the 
late Marriage Act, ſufficient Care was taken, 
not only for the duly ſolemnizing, but the 
punctual regiſtering. of all Marriages hat- 
ſoever o ſolemnized; but, why may not 
this be done, by an Ad preſcribing thoſe 
Amendments to the Miniſters and Clerks of 
every Pariſh, full as effectually, and at a 
much cheaper Rate, than, by etecting this 
General Regiſter Office, in ſo very expenſive 
and extraordinary a Manner, which, at beſt, 
Lan =o contain the — of what is 

5 contained 
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contained in the original Pariſh Regiſter Book, 
which muſt always be of greater ; Authority 
than any Duplicate or Copy taken from them? 

And, as for the App ication of the Pro- 
duce of this Tax, for the Benefit of the 
Foundling- Hoſpital, by the third Clauſe, there 
ſeems to be no more Reaſon for giving this 
extraordinary Aſſiſtance to that Charity in 
particular, than to any other Charity * 
bliſhed in the Kingdom. 

By the fourth Clauſe, a Regiſter Generals 
to be appointed by the Gavernors and Quar- 
dians of the Hoſpital, who, together with 
a competent Number of Clerks, are to have 
ſafficient Salaries appointed to them, and 
the Regiſter General is to provide a ſufficĩent 
Quantity of Books and Paper, prape:ly ruled 
and titled, to be divided into ſeveral Columns, 
for which he is ta be paid, at the, Rate of 
One Penny for each Folio, or Fwo Pence 
for every Sheet of Paper fo ruled and titled, 
by the Churchwardens of every Pariſh in the 
Kingdom; and to {apply all the faid ſeveral 
Pariſhes with the like Books and Paper at 
the ſame Rate, from Time to Time, as 
wo as there ſhall be Occaſion, which ſeems 

C2 to 
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to be a prodigious Perquiſite deſigned to the 
Regiſter Genera), for providing ſuch Books 


and Paper to a perpetuity, And, whereas, 


by the late Marriage Act, the new Books for 
the Regiſter of Marriages, ordered to be 
provided by each Pariſh, were allowed to 
be provided by the Chu chwardens of each 
Pariſh, wherever they thought fit; this 
Bill makes the providing ſuch Books and 
Paper a perpetual Monopoly, in Favour of 
oe” Regiſter General. 

In the fifth Clauſe, preſcribing the Manner 
of regiſtering - Deaths ; the ſecond Column, 
directed to contain the Names, Profeffions, 
or Additions of the Parents deceaſed, witl 
be, in a Number of Caſes of the Deaths of 
old People, impoſſible to be complied with : 


And, though, in the eleventh Clauſe, the 
Occupier of the Houſe, in which any Perſon 


ſhall die, is obliged to give notice in Writing 


of thoſe ſeveral Particulars only, ſo far as 
the ſame can be known, or conveniently- 
obtained, yet this fifth Clauſe poſitively 
enjoins the officiating Miniſter to enter the 


Regiſter of the Death, in the Manner, 


The 


— uy * 
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The ſixth Clauſe, relating to the Regiſter⸗ 
ing of Marriages, which were fo thoroughly 
well provided for by the late Marti age AR, 
ſeems wholly needleſs. 

The ſeventh and eighth Clauſes ſeem 
deſigned to ſecure the good Job, for the 
Regiſter General, by providing the Books and 
Paper for Duplicates, as aa] been before 
obſerved. 

By the ninth Clauſe it FO very difficult 
to oblige foch Perſons to pay, who either 
do not chule to chriſten theit Children, or 
Anabaptiſts, who do not baptiſe Children, 
till grown up to Maturity, or Quakers, who 
do not bapiiſe at all; nor is any Method 
preſcribed how to deal with either Ana- 
baptiſts or Quakers, who do not give due 
Notice of their Child being named, ſo as to 
enforce them to pay according to this Act. 

By the roth Clauſe, a very ext:aordinary 
' Favour is done to the Parents of legnimate 
- Children, who are exempted from giving any 
Notice of the Birth of the Child, but may 
| have the Child publickly baptized, named, 
and regiſtered, a: illegitimate,at the Charge of 

the Pariſh ; and whereas, hitherto, the bringing 
| 8 
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a Baſtard into the World has always been 
deemed an Action deſerving ſome Puniſh- 
ment, or Diſcouragement, at leaſt, it is now 
rewarded. 
The twelfth, thirteenth, Goh, and 
fifteenth Clauſes, oblige the Married Couple 
to give notice of their Marriage in Writing 
to the Pariſh Clerk, though he is preſent at 
the Wedding, and the Clerk to give the ſaid 
Notice to the officiating Miniſter, who is 
obliged, immediately after the ſame is delivered 
to him, to enter the fime three times over, 
to wit, once by Virtue of the Marriage Act, 
and twice by Virtue of this Act, as well as 
to fale the Notices in order ; the Pariſh Clerk 
is likewiſe obliged to give immediate notice 
to the Churchwardens, or one of them, that 
they may forthwith demand and receive the 
Rates herein aſſeſſed, which will oblige one 
of the Churchwardens to be preſent at ey 
Wedding. 
By the fixteenth Clauſe, the Rate for a 
Baptiſm' and Burial is aſſeſſed at Eight Pence 
each, and is the ſame for the pt, Vows 
or the meaneſt Commoner, 7” 
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By the ſeventeenth Clauſe, the Rates on 
Marriages are ſomewhat varieJ, 272. 10s, on 
Marriages by prerogativeLicence, 25, for Mar- 
riages by common nN and on on un 
riages by Banns. | 
By the eighteenth Clauſe, the Poor's 
Rate is made chargeable only for theſe ſeve- 
ral Rates for ſuch Poor as ſtand on the Poor's 
Books already ; 'and-by the tenth Claufe, for 
illegitimate Children, un to be baptized 
and regiſtered, | 
By the nineteenth Clauſe, in the begin- 
ing; it is only ſaid, that the Chyrchwarden 
or Churchwardens, Chapelwarden or Chapel- 
wardens, Overſeer or Overſeers, of the Poor, 
ſhall meet to compare the Regiſters and 
' Duplicates, with the ſeveral Notices required 
to be given; but the latter Part of the faid 
Claule ditects, that the ſaid Miniſter, as well 
as the Churchwarden or Churchwatdens, 
 Chapelwarden or Chapelwardens, Overſeer ot 
Orerſcers, ſhall fign the Regiſter and Dupli- 
cate, or Duplicates, and enter thereon the 
E when the ſame were fo figned, 
- By the 20th Clauſe, it is made Felony, 


2 without Benefit of the Clergy) 
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[36] 
wilfully to deface r ſuch Regiſler or 


Duplicate. 
By the er een and Fs Oy 


| Claulez, the Method is preſcribed of recover- 


ing the Penalties frem Offenders againſt this 


Act, in a ſummary way, before a Iuſtice of 


Peace, of the Diſtrict wherein ſuch Perſon 
ſhall reſide; the one half of which is to go 


to the Infortner, and the other to the Fund- 


ling-Hoſpital, which is ſomething very ex- 
traordinaty, that the Penalty for Breach of 
a Law ſhould be made payable to a particular 
Corporation, as well as the Method of en- 


| forcing it in ſo ſummary a Manner, by one 


Juſtice of Peace, eſpecially, when it is con- 
ſidered, that any ſuch ſuppoſed Offender is 
to coniend with a Corporation, that has an 


Income of 50,00cl. a Year. 


The tweny-third Clauſe. only obliges the 
Churchwardens, Chapelwardens, or Overſeers 
of the Poor, to deliver to the Collectors of 


the Land-Tax the ſaid Duplicates, and to 4 


pay to them. the Money which ſhall : appear 
to be due for the ſame. * | 
By the twenty-fourth, twenty⸗ fifth, twen= 


Clauſes, 
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Clauſes, there is an Allowance of 35. in the 
Pound to be paid to the officiating Miniſter, 
for his Trouble in making the faid Entries in 
the laid Regiſters; and Duplicates, and com» 
paring,correRing and figning the ſame; 14,64. 
in the Pound to the Pariſh-Clerk, for his 
receiving the ſaid Notices; 3d. in the Pound 
to the Collector of the Land- Tax, for-recei- 
ving the Money; and paying it to the Re- 
ceiver- General; and 3d, in the Pound to the 
Receiver-General, for paying the ſame to 
the. Treaſurer of the. Fundling Eaſprel for 
the time being: All which is exelafive-of 
the. Charge of purchaſing, or etecting the 
General Regiſter Office in London, and the 
Payment of the Satariey'to the' Regiſter Ge- 
neral, and the Clecks employed by him, for 
their Attendance in the unn y gy! 
upon I beg leave to obſerve, _ * D 
I. That there is no Inflence' e 
Act of Parliament, where Poundage out of 2 
Tax railed is given to a Miniſter,” in” co 
deration of his doing his Duty: 
II. It is very doubtful whether any officis - 
ating Miniſter will think himſelf ſuffieiently 
paid by thie, for his exttamdinary Trouble 
D in 
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in entering. fo cane: Rogier, for moſt of 
— — he will have but Two-pence, and for 
many, no more than Three- halfpence apiece. 
HI. Suppoſing divers officiating Miniſters 
to have been employed in the Courſe of a 
Year, in performing the Offices of Chriſten- 
inge, Burials or Marriages, and making the 
Entries directed, which of them is to receive 
che Gratuity or Allowance of gu. in the Pound, 
on the Money collected by virtue of this AR? 
IN. That the Payment of the Produce. of 
any Tax whatſoever, to any Corporation, by 
ihe Receiver General of any County, without 
fut paſſing thro” nnr. is unconſti- 
 tutional, - 
V. That che Chargo of . or come 
chaſing an Office for the Regiſter General, 
together with the Payment of Salaries to him, 
and Clerks emplo y him, and other in- 
cident Charges, — ſuppaſed 
to amount to 3s, in-the Pound more, on all 
the Money raiſed by this Act, which added 
to the other 75s. will make 105. in the Pound, 
or one half of the, Money raifed, which is 
ſuppoſed: to be much more chargeable than 
Weiten amn whatſoever, and 
ought 


1 91 

ought the leſs to be allowed, as this Office 
will interfere both with the Regiſter- Office 
of each Dioceſe, as alſo with the Heralds 
Office;who have both of them a prior Right 
nnn this Sort, to the N 
Epi 
The Ran bemaffusdset Buriak, bythe Pro- 
hibition in the 27th Clauſe to remove a dead 
Corpſe into another Pariſh, before a Certificate 
is obtained from the Clerk of the Pariſh where 
the Death happens, of the Delivery of due 
Notice, of the Regiſtry being made; and'the 
Money being paid, to wit, the Sum of 8d. 
may be attended with exceeding bad Conſe- 
quences, when any Death happens by an in- 
ſectious Diſeaſe, if either the Occupier of the 

Houle, or the Miniſter, or the Clerk of the 
Pariſh,” or the Churehwarden, be out of the 
way ; for the Notice muſt firſt be given by 
the Occapier of the Houſe to the Clerk, who 
muſt deliver it to the officiating Miniſter, and 
likewiſe acquaint the Churchwardens ; the 
' Miniſter muſt enter it twice over, and file the 
Notice, and the Money muſt be paid to the 
: Churchwarden, and a Certificate of its being 
n muſt be gigen; and All this muſt be 
* D 2 done 


r 


done before the Body can be removed, for 
che Security of 84. And it being ſo common 
a Practice in London, and other great Towns, 
to remove Bodies to ſome Hall, or other pub” 
lick Place, aſſoon as conveniently may be 
done, for the Eaſe of all the Living in the 
Houſe, where the Death has happen'd, this 
ſtrict Prohibition to remove the dead Body, 
before ſuch Certificate obtained, cannot but 
frequently occaſion great Delays and Inconve- 
niences, and may poſſibly ſometimes com · 

ern Infection. 
By the zoth Clauſe it is 3 that the 
Copies of any ſuch Entry in any Duplicates 
being examined, and atteſted by the ſaid 
Regiſter General or his Deputy, ſhall be re- 
ceived as Evidence, in any Court of Record, 
or Nifi-prius, or any other Place whatſoever ; 
which gives greater Authority to a Copy of 
a Duplicate (which Duplicate is but a. Copy 
of the original Regiſter) than has hitherto 
been given by the Law to a Certificate of the 
Clerk of a Pariſh, from an original Ear 
faithfully kept in the Pariſh Regiſter,rr 
By the 31ſt and 32d Clauſes, Abstracts 
from theſe Ipteucs are to be made, and 
annually 


\ 
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annually laid before the Parliament by the 
{aid Regiſter, and Copies thereaf annual 
delivered to the Lords of Trade and Planta» 
tions, to the end that the dum collectecl and 
raiſed by this Act may be knogen, as" ad 
the Number of Births, Deaths, and Murr 
ages, which are regiſteted therein ; but t 
does not appear to what Purpoſe theſe” Lifts 
are to be prepared, and laid, with. fo mach 
parade and expence, before the Parliament, 
3nd the Lords of Trade and "Plantations, 
when, by a-vety ſhort Act to oblige all 
Miniſters and Pariſh-Clerks to be exact in 
their Regiſters of Births and Deache, ſuch 
a Lift could be eaſily procured,” as it has 
been hitherto, from the Pariſh»Cletks, within 
the Bills of Mortality; and it will hardly be 
pretended, but that effectual Care has been 
taken by the late Marriage Act, to have all 
Marriages exactly regiſtered ; and an Ac» 
count of all Births, Deaths, and Marriages, 
might eaſily be tranſmitted from every Pariſh 
to the Regiſter Office of the Biihop of each 
Dioceſe, without occaſioning ſuch an immenſe 
Expence and Trouble, and ſubjecting the 
N to the * Inconveniencies and 

Penaltice, 


Pegdaltier, which may be occifioned' by this 


( 22 ] 


Bill, if it mould paſe into an Aﬀt.  ' 
The zd and 34th: Clauſes oblige the 
Pariſh- Clerk, as well in their individual 
Capacity, as in that of a Company, to lay 
Weekly, and Yearly, ſevetal Accounts, as 
mentioned, before His Majeſty, and the Lord- 
Mayor of Londm; and, by the 35th, it is 
ptovided, that nothing in this Act ſhall take 
away or alter Miniſters Fees, or hinder a 
Regiſter being kept of Births, Burials, or 
Marriages, within this Kingdom, by the Mi- 
niſter of any Pariſh in England; Wales, or 


Town of Berwick upon Taveed, or a Tran- ' 


ſcript thereof being ſent to the Regiſtry of 
the Dioceſe, wherein ſuch Parith is fituated, 
according to any Proviſions, ſubſiſting for 


that Purpoſe ; ſo that, notwithſtanding the 
great additional Trouble, laid by this Bill, on 


the offiziating Miniſters, and Clerks of Pa- 
riſhe*, nothing is abated to them of ons | 


former Duty. ichn 
By the zöth Clauſe, 4 ebpye of this/AQ;) 


as ſoon as it ſhall be printed; is to be ſent 
by the Clerk of the Peace, in every County, 


City, Riding, or Diviſion, in: England, 
Molto, 


[23] | 
Wales, and Town of © Berwick upon Tweed, 


to the Pariſh Officers of each Pariſh, for 
which is to be paid to the ſaid Clerk of the 


Peace, by each Pariſh, 35 which will make 
a pretty Perquiſite to the Clerks of the Peace, 
when - the Churchwardens of each Pariſh 
t provide a: Copy of the Act for 6d. 


T 


laſt Clauſe, being the 3yth, enatts 


a Penalty of 5/. on ſuch Churchwardenb as 


ſball refuſe or negle& to buy ſach Books and 


cient Penalty io enforce an Obedience to 
that Part of the Act. 5 

Upon the whole, there is bo pecial * 
propriation of this Money, ſo 10 be raiſed, 
to what Uſes it is to be applied by the Go- 
vernoti and Guardians of the Faundling- 
Haſutul, or how they ate to E it 
to Parliament, or elſewhere. - 

- \Leftly, The Bill, being a Money Bill, is 
_ capable ef no Amendment by the Lords, but 
muſt be abſolutely paſſed, or rejected, tho? 
containing. Regulations, which affect every 
Pariſh in England, and interfering/very much 
_ with the — of. TOP 
Duties and Ferſons. 


Having 


Paper, at the times dit ected, and is a ſuſſi- 


b 


[a] 

H iag gone: through the ſeveral Clauſes, 
I leave it to eve y unprejudiced Man, ' who 
confiders the whole tenor of the Bill, whether 
it does not appear, that there by a freſh train 
of Etbatraſſmenis, Difficulies and Diſcou - 
ragererits, will be heaped on the ſacerdotal 
Order; that a Tax is, in effect, io be laid on 
Baptiſm, 'which; as a Sacrament, ought cet- 
tainly to be liable to none; and by that on 
Funerals, the Grief of Perſons in low Lite, 
on the: Lcſs of their: chief Support, by the 
Death af a Parent, is, at leaſt, very unſeaſona - 
bly aggravated; and the Tiiiculties on np 
riages greatly incteaſed;  ' '- 2: | 
Mankind, as much as they are raiſed 1 
the Dignity of their Nature above other 
Animals, arc likewiſe diſtinguithedfrom them 
by -Ptovidence, in its particular care of their 
Propagation and Increaſe, which is not left 
to 4 fortuitous' Congreſe, nor to a ſhort So- 
ciety of a Tear or a few Months; but in 
the beginning GOD made them Male and 
Female, and ordained Marriage as a perpe- 
tual Society between them for Life, which 
(as Mito finely expreſſes it) Narr 
Collateral Love and deareft Amity, - 


- — — 4 
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— 


for the mutual ee of each other, and 
for rearing an Off: pring to the State of Man- 


hood, which demands the j joint Care of both 
| Parents for many Years, and is A perpetual 
Soutce of the moſt amiable and the Fa | 
ufeful Connections in Life. | 
"Nor does the Obligation then ceaſe, for 
the Parents grow old, if they have done dick 
Duty by their Children, the Children have a 
reciprocal Duty to perform tothem to the Day 
of theit Death, and are equally obliged, by 
the ties of Natute, to ſupport the Parents i in | 
| Age, if they come to want it, as the Parents 
were to take care of their Offipring, when 
young, which reqirts' A imilthal Sgciet ety, not 
only between the Man and His Wite, but 
between” ihe Patent and their Children, 
during theit ' whote Life, © How convenient, 
nor beauriful, and How fly adapted to the = 
Welf:re'of S6ciety i is nie Order of Providencel : 
and R juftly Has it been always eflcemed 
an admired | atnong the wileſt Nations! 
"Accordingly, we find: that 'thiey, have al- 
withy given the” preateſt Ehcopragement to 
Marriage, arid the Romans paſſed a Lay, giving 


N Privileges o the Farhers of thiee 
E 


Chile 


a. — 


1 
: 
| 
' 


—— — ——— np rg 
= - = 22 
Y ©. yy ard — ch — 
* 


K 


1261 


| Children, called the Tus trium liler um, 


which Law continued in force in great. Part 
of Europe for many Centuries, and js ſtill, 
10! with ſome alterations, i in force, in divers 
arts of Tra; And the Welfare of the Child 
has been always deemed the beſt Pledge, and 
ſtrongeſt, Security, for the F Welty and ber- 
a1 of the Parent. | 
And i in how great Eſteem and wanne 
the. Parental Authority has always been held 
amopgſt ide belt and wiſeſt Nations, all 
iſtory will they, Hoh Writ informs us, 
that 3 for many Ages it was the Foundation of 
all | Government gmong the Few, from ra- 
m to "Moſes, and that i it was afterwards, of 
the very, fence of the Fewi/h Polity, The 
Honour erefore to be paid to their Patent: 


nnn 


Va made the firſt Commandment of the 
ſecond Table of the Decalogue, which com- 


55 the whole Duty to Society, The 


N Egyptians brian claim the next Place, on all Ac- 


counts a "of their Veneration to their Parents, 
we have the moſt ample Proofs, and they 
even preſerved, K for Ages, this Fiety to their 
mains. I muſt not omit, that they en- 
ined the Top t9 ee the . 


* 


ie — — 
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ol his Father, They appear 40 he the felt 
People who catried on Commerce with Goty 
and Advantage; and of their great profici= 
ency in Mechanicke, we hate ſtupencous 
Monuments to this Day, Not to expatiate 
on this Subject too widely in the vaſt Field 

of Hiſtory, it may be oblerv'd, thatthe Cre 
cian Legiſlators took their Maxims of Govern 
ment and Morality from the Egyprians, and 
the Romans deduced theirs from the Greeks 
that famous Republick, in every Reſpect hs 
beſt regulated State, and the niceſl Cenſor of 
Mariners, was ſo jealous of infringing on the 
Parental Juriſdiction, that they, at no Age 
and in no Circumſtance of Life, intirel 
emancipated a Son from the Authority of his 
Father. 

The next, who make a Figute in Hiltory, 
are thoſe great Notthern Conquerors, the Suevi, 
Goths, Alans, Vandals, Tc. all of whom, tho” 
tenacious of Liberty, to the utmoſt extent of 
the Idea, in regard to their Princes, rigorou 
_ preſerved, in their private Families, the Sub- 
miſſion of Children to their Parents, wiſely 
Judging, that the preſervation of their public 
Freedom depended on that OEconomy : For, 

abs E 2 in 
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in all Human Locietios, there muſt be an 


Authority lodged ſomewhere; they are happieſt 
where it refides in the Parent, to dire& and 


inſtruct their Youth, and in Laws made and 


executed by themſelves to regulate their 
Manhood. This Plan of our Conſtitution 
was firſt derived from theſe Northern Heroes, 


From whom we boaſt our Origin.. From 


them we inherit a well regulated Spirit of 


Liberty, and-a Reverence and Submiſſion to 
Parents, Theſe are, to this Day, the univer- 


fally acknowledged CharaQteriſticks of Engliſp- 


men, the beſt and happieſt People upon Earth; 
long may they continue ſo : but that Con- 
tinuance muſt depend, in great, meaſure, on 
our Adherence to thoſe Age which 
have hitherto e us great, and preſerved 
us free." 

I cannot quit this Part of my Subject 
without mentioning the 32 941 of the brave 


black Prince, as he was called, Son of Ed- 


ward III. who, as Rapin relates, after the 
Battle of Creſſy was over, cloſed the Atchieve- 
ments of that glorious Day, by , modeſtly and 
dutifully kneeling down, at the Approach of 
his Tb path Hom Bleſſing. Selm la Coutume 
4 Angleterre. 


129 
 & Angleterre, This Picture excites no Idea 
in our Minds, that can make us aſhamed of 


the Coutume d Angleterre; nor ſhall welook on 
our renowned Anceſtors with ſuch Ingrati- 
tude, as to be any ways the occaſion, that, 
inflead of an honourable Progeny lawfully 
deicending from them, a debauched, ſpurious, 
perhaps an inceſtuous Race, defeendrag tram 
them may become the fuigre Lords of this 
Iſland, 

This Conſequence is what may, wall be 
apprehended in time, if this Bill ſhould paſs 
into a Law, and the prodigious Exten ſion, of 
the Founding- Hoſpital, now aimed at, be car- 
_ ried into Execution; which does not admit, 
only, Children in danger of being murdered, 
to hide the Shame of their Patents; but is, 
in a manner, a publick Encouragemeat to all 
Parents, who do not chuſe to maintain their 
own Children, to abandon them before they 
are a Twelve-month old; whereby, not- 
withſtanding Experience hitherto has ſhewn, 
that the Children have died in very great 
Numbers, yet as there are like to be more 
and more brought every Year into the Hoſ- 
EEE muſt, in time, bring an 

| | immenſe | 
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. immenſe Number, of which no Judgment 


ean firiatly be formed; although the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Maffie, in ſome ſhrewd Obſervations, 
which he has made of the Conſequences of 
the Extenſion of this Hoſpital, ſuppoſes, that, 
in fifty Years time, there will not be leſs than 
go, do of them, * all of which will be 
deemed Illegitimate and Foundlinz', though, 
perhaps, five-ſixths, or nine-tenths of them 
be Children born in lawful Matrimony, but 
abandoned by their own Parents. ' 
Illegitimate Children, who hippen to be 
born of Parents that take the beſt care of 
them, ſeldom eſcape Contempt and Difregard 
from their Equals; bat much worfe is the caſe 
cf theſe Foundlings, who have no Patent t5 
foſter them in their Childhood, or to adviſe 
them in their Youth ; no Brothers or Sifters 
to grow up as Friends, io aſſiſt them in going 
thro' Life, nor any Connection with any Re- 
lation whatever. Ix this Condition to be com- 


pared to that of legitimate Children in a Fa- 
ay ? 9 ſurely. Why then is it endea- 


vour d 


[ 


* * „( * _ 5 


* * T * 


rt. 
* See Mr. Meaſjit's Obſervations on the "Fogndling: Hoſpital, 
in his Pamphlet lately publiſied, about Pariſh Noe Page 45 


wo 43, and 145 t0 145, 


1 : 
vour'd to be extended to ſo enormous A Dee 
gree ? Are theſe Foundlings, when they grow. 
up to Manhood, to be the Men to fight in 
Defence of their Country? Alas! what Coun. { 
try have they, who have no Relations? who 
have been abandon'd in their Infancy by their 
own Parents, and have known nothing of the 
Effect of natural Affection exerciſed towards 
themſelves, How ſhall they love their Coun» 
try, who have never had any Love ſhewed 
them by Parents or Relations No, * 


ſays, aa 
Non his Juventus orta Parentibn 


Infecit æquor ſanguine Punico, 
Twas not by ſuch a motley Brood” 
The Seas were dyed with hoſtile _ 


Aber at the time of che Deſtruction of 
mſh Armada, or in the Dutch and Hen 
Wars which have happen d fince. 4 
Aud, 3s their Connections are not likely to 
excite them to fight for their Country, ſo 
neither will their Education qualify them for 
Life of Hardſhip and Fatigue, like the 
icorum maſcula militum Proles of Horace, 
or the berdy Offipring of our Engliſh Veo- 
ee ing ahh lad 1 fr 


©, „ a4 


ger and Cold, and bred to hard Labour, have 
10 often and fo ſucceisfully, under the Con- 
duct of expert and valiant Leaders, made the 
| Power of France tremble ; whereas the Chil- 
dten educated in this Hoſpital,” being well 

fupplied with all Neteſſaries,will feel none of 
theſe Hardſhipe, and, till they are put out Ap- 

prentices, will have no Employment but to 

make Purſes, or ſpin Twine, to pray, and to 
play. | Nor, indeed, would it be poſſible for 
{ the Governors of any Hoſpital, without the 
Imputation of Barbarity, to uſe Children to 
the Hardſhips, which many of thoſe; of the 
poorer . ſort, patiently. ſubmit to, and even 
thrive, under, when, bred with their Parents, 


1 | 
[ tw] 
1 


Manhood, be e qualifed' to ſerye in any arbl- 
| trary Deſigns; as we find, in Countries, where 
| Deſpotilm js cartied to the higheſt pitch, 
, every thing begins and ends in the abſolute 

Will of a Tyrant, inforced by mercenary 

| Homicides,' who have no Connection with 


the other Inhabitants, Thus, in 7 urkey, it 
is ſupported by „ are Found- 
| lings, 


„ 
lings, brought up in Colleges, or Hoſpitals, 
and tho na wiſe intitled, by Birth, to, ono 
Foot of Ground, yet, at their Maſter's Com- 
mand, annul all private Succeſſion, and butcher; 


— 


without Mercy, whomſcever he is: pleaſed 
to mark out for Deſtruction, and at laſt, for 


want of other Game, often deſtroy the royal 
Hunter himſelf : But the Mamalules of Egypt 
were, by far, the moſt illuſtrious Body of Js 
Fyundlingsin Hiſtory, who had the Audacity, 
always to. place one of their own Number on 

the Throne, and, by a Law of their own 

mak ing. io render all, but Foundlings of their 


own Body, e of þaing advanced t. to i. 


1 the dd i, 1 muſt now fab- 
mit it to yayr- Conſideration, whether | it does 

not appear, that the, prodigious Extenſion of 
this: Charity, by taking in all Children whate i 
ſoever that ſhall be offered, under a Twelve- 
month old, is. a real and extraordinary Devi- 5 
ation from the original Deſign of the Char- 
ter; that the Method of raiſing this Tax will 
be very piejudicial, and tend io the Diſpa- 
e and Neglect of the lacred Ordi- 
- dnt; * F a ; Nance 
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2 of Baptitn, will unredfonbly aftiQ- 
the Relations of all dying Perſons, and will 
gest diſcourage Matrimony, ” and tend to 
cortupt the Merals of the, People; that, in 
Nead of being a Proviſion for expoſed and 
deſerted young Children, it will prove a 


{ ſtrong Temptation and Encourage: ment to 


many Parents to abandon their own legiti- 
| mate Children, fot whom they are well able 
to provide ; and that ſo great a number of 
Perſons, broght up without any Connection 
or "Relations, will grow into a Body quite 
different and diſlinct from all others in this 


| Kingdom, but who will neither by their 


Education or Conſtitutions ſerve ſo well 
either for Soldlete, Day-labourers, or Manu- 


| facturer, or for any other Office of Life, as | 


| the "Children of Ploughmen and Day- 
labourdis, bred under the Eye of their | 
own Parents, and early inured to that kind 
of Life, the Number of which ufeful Peo- 
ple will be greatly decteaſed by the Increaſe 
and Extenſion of this 1 and therefore 
that it will be = inore_ | 


[3s] BE 
original Bounds of a voluntary Charity, than - 
to extend ĩt to that enormous Degree, which 
Eft Modus in Rebus, ſunt oerti denique fines, 
Qyes ultra, citraque nequit confiftere RetFum. 


T am, with the greateſt Eſteem, 


SIR, 
Your molt affetionate Friend, 
M | 
1759. 
and bumble Servant. 
> 


"TM 
oo 


-S 


= * 
1 * 

N 4 * AY * 
— 4 1 7 


- - * th * 
2 14 e »;4,X 
* 9 
67 "i Ss - 3 * Ks 4 
- p Nl | ö & : + .* 
—_ - Fd 9 a ” > * . - d 
b 5 3 f ' 7 — — f * Sp 
4 od... * 
1 f _—_— 
= Jo — "> i... 
8 E wy 4 — 5 "oa 1 N * - . : oo 4 
9 W * þ 4 * » & — 8 : = 
/ ror er 
* 1 3 on > — 8 
p — 1 9 7 IEA | * : 
7 4 F oF * 4 ; S *. FY , , d £ y | 
L $6010) 1 PARIS OF GREY 
—_ L „ 4 8 
d \ " '-A4 Als * 
T e 01 CORO? 9 
. - >. . . 


8 c 122 2 
725 AE - - 3 ts | * 4 0 1 * # .Þ »43 
.- * k © +: « * » - n 0 » A . « Ez 
1 en * n . x * N 1 Y * * 
a C 6 KOHN , W* vx EET of 2 + * rr * 
5 * 2 — a: oY 
8 * Dy , . . 4 P * 1 x | 3 Os 
g& © l 4 . . * 
5 8 o "To ; a A 1 „ * * F\1 * — Y ö 
* n. v4 A NN I» 7 388 3% g N * 1 13 £ = 74 9 Ly 1% > 
GC, - - 
* a 4 - 8 - - * : - . 
* 8 ” - 4 
" -— fe 14 
- = in, Ot 5 : * C = = 
A * * * * * . * 
© a" | ” 47 
- "op 4 1 £ A+ 7 * 1 a 
. 8 Wers 0 „ * 4 * — 
510 * af 4 4 * Y _ 11701 F4 CENT 4 
3 — k 7 
. 4 . 
* £ * 7 8. » wg 
v * 33 2 "I 
* ; 1 * N 4 
\ 7 < I 8 C » 
4 
» . * 
- - A. — * 4 N 
1 * 0 Ts. x . — * % : 
o 1 — * & — 31 1 * 5 * 9 2 i : e 4 * — 4 wy * 
o : * — * 
. 4 - 
a £ - - 4 AS _ * * + » 4 1 4 * 
4 p 
#3 »#4 . 7 — 
5 * 8 7 4 7 _ * 5 as * = * - LINK 
0 Y * T + * * : ; - P * 7 . * ; 
F | | S *- + IIS 23 2 Y . * 
NS . | 4 3 2 
1 © _— 
* 4 C5 * . wi , — 5 
. . Þ 
g 0 £ | 0 A * - a , 4 = 
- * , * 
2 - % ! 1 3 4 * 25 * 9 — = 1 
. = g 2 75 5 , A * 0 * 8 F * * LAY - 4 — Wo 
5 * . : «+ _ 1 
F * * * * 
" * - 
, . : of > 4 4 . . 
>, - 
F - 
a =o 2 
* : * 5 F * . 4 
| ; * 8 * Aa \ 
* ” % * 
_- < E 2d 
o " I * 
- — 7 
2 1 
\ * 
= 4 \ 4 
* 1 * j ay 3 
- 1 - 4 1 
2 4 * as * * 0 1 
-Y 
y 5 - . 0 
- P 4 a 
WW” + * - - # py 
1 Mp o * 5 be — 
* = L C 4 
A n * 3 ; 1 + XR 
_ £ U Ps.” 
* 4 * 
1 : we : 8 7 4 * 
© Ka. * - &C- — . 6 * — _- 
5 4.5 1 * = * 7 
— * w” f o 9 — 0 aa, 
» 9 0 1 * * - i fl = 2 LIC \ 
k 2 * Ry ey r 
” „ | - 8 & LIT) 
> * p . * = * > s + 
"I N ” 5 p „„ 
: - — r F , =Y 3 V 
, 4 * x 1 4 2 - 
_— 4 F 0 „ n f 3 A K 7 7 P | 
Fs WV" 2 ? K Bw. 4 2 
; 2 . 4 4 Hs. HD, * 
* 4 y co * «= 20 M "lf | r 
b a 3 * 1 4 RIF * 1 * Rp 8 
W | — 
* © aA 4 * * 7 * 8 
— — 1 — 


* 4 1 
4 4 43 2 


oy 
. 


* 4 I f 


